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Ra: Billed Etity Number: 133709
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Purpase OF Appeal: Administrator's Decision on Appeal
Funding Year: 2002-2003
CC Docket Nos.: 96-45 and 97-21

"Ihis letter is written to nppcal h e Administrator®s Pecision to deny E-rate fundingfor the Austin Public
Schools (0492) in Austin, Minnesota on Latzmet Services provided by Southern Minnesota Internet Group
(SMIG). This appeal can be readily discussed with Jacob Mangelsen, 401 Third Avenue NW. Austin, MN
55012, phone (507) 433-0930, fax (507) 433-0950, jmangelsen(@saustinki2.mn.vs,

The following documents are being Sent to the above addiess and are included with this cmail as
altachiments:

Copy of S1.D Decigién on Appeal

*  Copy ofour firstletter of appeal to SLD

Corrected Version 0f the Tennessee Test Questionnaire

s Siatement wgarding the Remote Access Router

® A letler from SMIG describing services pravided

v Acopy 0f the 2001-2002 Funding Commitment Report showing approved funding for the same
services from SMIG.

We fecl that the citcumstances show that this is an eligible service G the B-rate program. Initially we
incorrectly completed the questionnaire, Upon our appeal we submilied an aceuratcly completed

guestionnaire. According Lo the Admiuistrator’s Decision on Appeal, however, our appcal was not even
considered. Thank you for considering this appeal.

Respecifuily,

acab Mangelsen
District Accountant

M. of Qmies ree'd Q
List AALDE

CCDacket Nos, 96-45 and 97-21
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U S A Universal Service Administrative Company
Schools & Libratles Division

Administrator’s Decision on Appeal - Funding Year 2002-2003
December 20, 2002

Sandra Livingston

Austin School Distriot Number 492
401 third Avenue

Augtin, Texas 55912

Re:  Billed Entity Number: 133709
471 Application Number; 285292
Funding Request Nurmbex(s): 732240
Your Correspondence Dated: May 30, 2002

After thorough review and invostigation of all relevant facts, the Schools and Libraties
Division (“SLD") of the Univeraat Service Administrative Company ("USAC") h.m‘n.mlo
its decigion in regard to your :ﬁreal of SLD's Year Five Funding Commitment Decision
for the Application Number indicated above, This lettet explains the basis of SLD’s
decision. The date of this letter begins the 60-day time period for appealing this decision
to the Federal Commuuaications Commission (“FCC™), If your letter of appeal included
more than one Application Number, please note that for each application for which
appeal is submitted, = separate letter is sent.

Funding Roguest Number: 732240
Decision on Appeal: Denied In fall
Explanation: :

v You state the scrvices ordered from Southern Minnasotz Group are for intemat acoess

not internal connoctions and the Tenmesaee questionngire was completed and retamod
incorrectly. ‘

o According 1 program rules, the Tennessee Test must DC appliad when leased
equipment i stocated a the applicantsite for which the applicant requests Priority 1
fimding. On January 22, 2002, you supplied thit answers 1 the test in writing, which
did not meet all ofthe criteris. You stated at that time thet the equipment was not
provided by the same provider as the provider of your internet access. The funding
yequest was therefore modified from intemnet access to jntemal connections, and then
denied becanse the discount was below the threshold, Upon tharough review, it has J

been determined that PIA properly followed procedures. Therfore, the information
supplied cui appeal earinot be considered. Consequently, the appeal ish i e d

Box 125 — Correupehdanss Unit, 30 South Jeflarson Road, Whigeany, New Jersev 07981
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* Sincs your Form 471 included some internal connections services within your Block
5 requeet for priority one services, your Form 471 vequest has been re categorized as &
request for internal connections gervices. For Funding Year Five, thers are not
sufficient fiinds to provide internal connections discounta to applicants at your
discount rate, Your discount eligibility is 67%. Consequently, SLD denies your
appeal becanse there is insufficient funding for Funding

¢ The services you listed as Internet access on your Form 471 included some internal
connections services, FCC rules require that where demand for funding excecds
available support, firat priority be given to requests for telcoommunications services
and Internet access. See 47 C.FR. §54.507(g)(1)(i). FCC rules further require that
requests for intermnal connections be given second priority, and be fimded only if fimds
remain after support has bean provided for telecommunications and Interet access
through all discount levels in a funding year. S2¢ 47 C.F.R. § 54.507()(1)Gi)-

- 'Where dernand for discounts for internal connections exceeds available support, FCC
ritled raquire funding be awarded first to applicants eligible for @ ninety percent
discount level, and then at each descending single discount percantage until funds are
depleted. See 47 CF.R. § 54.507(g)(1)(iii). Programn procedures further requise that
funding requests for telecommunications/Internet access servicas that include internal
connections services be re categorized as internal connections sezvices to prevent
priority two services (interna} connections) being treated as priority one services
(telecommunications and Internet access services) for funding decisions.

* |f you believe there iS a basis for further examination of your application, you may file an
appeal with the Federal! Communications Commission (FCC) via United States Postal
Service: FCC, Office of the Secretary, 445-12% Street SW, Washington, DC 20334, If you
are submitting your appeal to the FCC by other than United States Postal Scrvice, check the
SLD web site for more information, Please reference CC Docket Nos, 96-45 and 97-21.0n
the first page of your appeal. The FCC must RECEIVE your appeal WITHIN 60 DAYS
OF THE ABOVE DATE ON THIS LETTER for your appesi to be filed in a timely
fasklon. Further information and new options for filing an appeal directly with the FCC

can be foumd M the “ Appeals Procedure® posted in the Reference Area oOf the SLD web site,
www.sl.universalgervice.org,

We thenk you for your continued suppart, patience, and cooperation during the appeal
process.

Schools and Libraries Division
Universal Service Administrative Company

Box 125 — Comttnandataa Tinit A4 Canih Taffascan Basd Whinaas: ¥ Froe  mmaks
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Independent School District NO. 492 © Austin Public Schools ® District Administration
401 Third Averiue NW o Austin, Minnesota 55912

Sandra Livingston Telephone (507) 433-0930

Accountant Fax (507) 433-0950
E-mail; stivingston@austinkl2.mn.us

Lestes' of Appeal

Schools and Librarics 12ivision
Box 125 - Correspondence Unit
80 South Jefferson Road
Whippany, I4J 07981

May 30, 2002

Re: Form 471 Applicalion Number: 285292
Funding Year 2002: 07/01/2002 - 08/30/2003
Billed Emily Number: 133709
Applicant’s Form Idenlifier: 492yr3

This letter is an appeal of the FCL letier dated May, 7 2002 Lo applicant Austin School District 492, This

appeal can readily bo discussed with Sandra Livingston, 401 Third Avenue NW. Austin, MN 55912, phanc
507-433-0930, fax S07-433-0950, glivingston @ aystin k12 ma.0s.

The RN is 732240. “The exaci words that give risc to rhe appeal are Services Ordered: Tnlernal

Convections arid FCD Explanation: Category of Service was changed from Tnternet |o Inlernal
Connections.

This decision is being appealed hcesuso the servives ordered from Southern Minnesata Internet Group arc
Internet Access and tho category of serviee has nor changed, A questinnnaire received on January 19, 2002
frant Nate Fearington of SLD was completed and returned incorrectly. | am re-submiliing this eorrected
form along with a copy Of the fax correspondence, lam slso enclosing a statement fram the Scrvice
Provider to validate thut they continue to be our Internct Access Provider. Finally, | am enclesing a copy

oF rbe FCD letter from the prior year pertaining to the same sorvice provider for ihe same service in which
the RN was approved as submitted.

Thunk you for considering this appeal. |look forward to hcflring from you,

Respectfdily,
L ingh
/ﬁmﬁ in 59 ..

Sandra Livingston, District Accountant
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January 22,2002

In some instances, service providers may install equipment on the premises of
schnols of libraries as part of their provisioning of eligible Telecommunications
Services of Internet Access) Please respondte the following questions:
K
—X" 1. Doesthe pravider providing the an-premise equipmentalso provide the

service? ___\A@:<:! Wili ownership of the equipment transfer to the
School/Library in the future? NO

2. Doesthe relevant contract Or lease include an oprionte purchasethe
equipment? N©

—

3. Althaugh you may be the only party accessing the equipment, docs the

schoalfiibrary have a contractual right to exclusive use of the equipment?
Ao

4. Willthe school or {ikrary wse the equipmentfor any purpose other than

receipt of the eligible TelecommunicationsServices of intemet Accass Of
which itis a pan?, Mo

oy
5. Will the local area network for data communications of 1he schoal/library

funetion without dependence on the equipment (that is external to the
LANB? __No i aup

6. Poces rasponsibility for maintaining the equipment restwith the service
pravider? YES

| certify that the above statements are true

Qomiatdo 24y

:D?ﬂ Y L. Nos5S Lﬂ)’il [)/2_,

TECHOLOGY Coop\ AT (L E'MM /‘%

s-ay-e2
Wigﬁw%ij jﬁﬁmﬁiff
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Application $285292
Funding Year 5

Ennity 133709

Remote Access Routers

"The remota access router(s) for which |seek discounts will notbe usedto provide remote
access 1N funding year or, if Itis to be used ramatsly, | will take sisps to ensure that
enly entities eligible foy suppert under the Schoals and Libraries program have the

capability lo access it In the latter cace, for example, accees witl not ba available from
homes Or other nen-schaol or non-library sites.”
5

| certify that the above statement istrue.
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SOUTHERN MINNESOTA INTERNET GROUP

SMIG

%01 16™ Avenue N_E.
Austin, MN 55912
(507) 437-9698 Or (866) get-SMLQ
WWW.Smig.net

May 29,2002

Schools and Libraries Division
Box 128 ~ CorrespondenceUnit
B0 S. Jefferson Road
Whippany, NJ 07981

RE: Form 471 Application Number 285292
FRN 732240

Funding Year 2002, 7/1/02 — 6/30/03
Billed Entity Number 133708

This latter b written to specify the typo of services provided by Southarn Minnasata
Internet Group to Austin School Distriet 492, We provide internetaccess to the school
district, have provided this service lor the last several years and have a contract with
Austin School District 492 to provide Internet aceass through June 30, 2003. The type

of servico that Southern Minnescta Internet Group pravides to the school district has
not changed and does not include internal connections.

Respectfully,

Kirng Q- Kestinan,

Kerry J. Kestner (formerly Walcott)
Administrative Assistant
507-437-9651
kikestner@smig.net

2@ Ivd N NILSMY DINS L896LEPLES ER:pT ZOBE/BZ/GE
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Contract wiH~ Seryice Frowvider

‘Ihis contract IS petween Southem Minnesota Intemet Group (SMIG) and Austn Public
Schools(APS). Under this contract SMIG agrees to provide Internet Access and other
features as delincatcd in this ontract. This contract falls under the FCC E.Rate Program.

ISDAGACONTRA CT#: 2000-001

VENDOR!

Southern Minncsota Internet Group
801 16" Avenue NE

Austin. Minnesota 55912

SPIN #: 143006387

Term of Contract: July 1,2000 rhmugh June 30,2003

Monthly Fee: $525.00 (Payable in two semi-annual payments of $3,150.00)
Southern Minnesota Internet Group's Responsibilitics:

Provide full time 1'] laternet access for atl APS operations.
If APS decides to expand tho bandwidth of thelr wireless communication
network during this contract period, this item will bo mvicwod.
Provide Domain Name Sexvice functions for APS access to the Internet.
Pravide T1 ranter interface to the Internet.
Provide telephonetechnical support for Internet access.
Provide virtual hosting of Web Pages for all APS facilities.
Initial size of web page allocation on"the SMIG saver will be 10MB. If
this amount of space proves insufficieat once all APS web pages are
operational, this item will be reviewed.
Provide five (5) dial-up accountsfor Intemet/Email access. _
Tho APS Technology Cootdinater will approve all dial up accounts and
provide written documentztion to SMIG.
Provide a location at their facility for:
Wireless communications receiver
External mounted Wireless antenma
Any ocher equipment that IS required for
SMIG t0 mect the intent of this contract,

Lori Vol 4 Ri Sefauien
Director of Business Services President
Austin Public Schools Southern Minnesota Internet Group

Date: 1)[" / 4’065 Date: -}///[674% |

EQ  39vd N NILSOY 9IKWS LB96LEPLRS EB:p1 ZDBZ/BZ/SH
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FUNDING COMMITMENT REPORT

Form $71 ApELh@atlon Number: 222841

Funding Regliest N 512679 . Fundin Status; Funded
Servw%s qudered u'511etiecommunscat|ons Service

?&Htra%43ﬁ9%$ S074330966 Service Provider Name; USLink, Ine.
ling Account Numbar: 5074330966

Earllest ossible Effective Date of Dlscount 07/01/2001
Contract EXpiration Date 07 017200

Pre-Discount Amount: $7,2
Discount Farcenta e &p roved Z the SLD I@gé .
Funding Commitmen? Dec:.s:l.cn: 547536700 approved as submitted

Fundlng Re uest Number 512683 Funding Status: FuJndcd
servicés Ordered: Internet Accass

1430063 7 Service Provider Name: Southern Minnesota Internet Srou
Ccnt;“act. Number: 99

Billin ccount Nu 90 .

Earilre%éAEossttle Eplﬁe(t:t?vg? alte of Discounts 07/01/2001
renD??counglra IOn[ §6630 % /2003

Dlscount Perecemdage roved bg the SLD: &3 .
Funding Cemmitmen Declsmn 53;969700%% approved as submitted

Funding Reguest Number: 512688 = Fungding Status: Funded
Services Ordered: Telecommunications Serice

éP%Mra]c‘]tsRlﬁ%e? 10 125 Service Provider Name: DTI
:.ng Account N er. 100125
Earliest Fosgible Effectiv-: Date of Discount: 07/01/2001

Cworaract Expiration Date OK 30
Pra- Di.scoung Amount: /2003

Discount Percentagé A ?oved b the
unding Commitrien DeC|5|on g 556‘%0 ‘:?FRﬁ approved as submitted

U)

T

Fundi n% uest Numb r; 512703 . Funding Status: Funded

Services ero Telecommunications Service )

SPIN: 1430 ?b Service Provider Name: Qwest Corporatien fka US West Co
CQ_[I%raCt Number: A

Billrng Account N

Earliest Eossmle Effectz e Date of Discount. 07/01/2001

Contract EX iration Date: 0 /(?812

Pr_e—Dlscount Amount : 537,75

Discount Pen‘cermnta%e ‘Ap prove g SLD: E .

Funding commitment Decision: $! 3"783 ‘%P- FRN approved as submitted

FCDL/Scheols and Libraries Divisien/USAC Page 6 of 6 07/23/2001



